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Synopsis

George Plimpton makes his riskiest foray into participatory journalism--stepping into the ring against
a champion boxer--in SHADOW BOX, now repackaged and including never-before-seen content
from the Plimpton archives.Stepping into the ring against light-heavyweight champion Archie Moore,
George Plimpton pauses to wonder what ever induced him to become a participatory journalist.
Bloodied but unbowed, he holds his own in the bout--and lives to tell, in this timeless book on boxing
and its devotees, among them Ali, Joe Frazier, Ernest Hemingway, and Norman Mailer. SHADOW
BOX is one of Plimpton’s most engaging studies of professional sport, told through the eyes of an
inquisitive and astute amateur. From the gym, the locker room, ringside, and even in the harsh glare

of the ring itself, Plimpton documents what it is like to be a boxer, an artist of mayhem.
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Customer Reviews

"Excellent sports reporting. The chapters on Muhammad Ali are delightful, and Ali is not easy to
write about."A¢a -a ¢Time"A delight--more entertaining, if possible, than | remembered... the
reader leaves George Plimpton’s wide world of sports with deep reluctance.... His prose is as
elegant and seemingly effortless as Ted Williams’s swing or an Arnold Palmer iron shot.... His
teammates recede--like the old baseball players vanishing into the cornfield in Field of Dreams,
taking their magical world with them but living on in fond memory."A¢a -a ¢Edward Kosner, Wall

Street Journal



George Plimpton (1927-2003) was the bestselling author and editor of nearly thirty books, as well as
the cofounder, publisher, and editor of the Paris Review. He wrote regularly for such magazines as

Sports lllustrated and Esquire, and he appeared numerous times in films and on television.

Plimpton at his very best. Witty, engaging and humorous storytelling disguised as "reporting".
Plimpton takes us into the ring with him -hilarious chapter on his "bout" with middleweight knockout
artist Archie Moore-, and to the ring side and training camps with Ali -from pre-Liston times to the
Parkinson days- and his entourage. A full gallery of real and larger than-life characters chats, brags,
barks and make readers laugh with sports and politics in a potent mix. Plimpton talks and interviews
a broad range of voices -from Angelo Dundee and Dempsey to Malcom X and Eijah Muhammad
and a feisty and testy Ernest Hemingway-.Boxing is just a pretext for first-class narrative and fiction
flying far above sports chronicles.Great reading for writers and reporters, boxing and/or literature

buffs.
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